Dedicated to the preservation and education of Gaming History

From Chip to ChipGuide

By Charles Kaplan, LM-115-148

As | write this article, there are over 190,000 items on the ChipGuide and we are still growing. Still
growing as many as 100 to 200 items on some days. Many of you have participated in helping the
ChipGuide to grow by either submitting an item for the ChipGuide as a Contributor or by processing
ChipGuide submissions as a ChipGuide Administrator. This article ties in both what both Contributors
and Administrators do to show what happens from Chip to ChipGuide.

Step 1 — Finding the Chip

The first thing that needs to happen is that a collector notices that an item in their collection is not on
the ChipGuide. Even with 190,000 items, there are still tons of chips and other collectibles not yet on
the ChipGuide. If every collector when through their entire collection and submitted items not already
on the ChipGuide, | am sure that we could easily double the size of the ChipGuide. | recently got a fairly
rare $1 chip from the New Bahamian Club in Nassau, the Bahamas. My chip has what looks like a drill
hole, probably for a keychain, that broke. The same chip without a drill hole is already on the
ChipGuide, but not the drilled version.

CG077375 CG186480

Step 2 — Scanning the Chip

Place the chip on the scanner, try to align it straight up and down as best you can, the better you do, the
easier it is later on. Put the chip about 1” from the top and the side of the scanner. If you put the chip
right into the corner of the scanner, some of the edge of the chip might be cut-off from the scan. For
the absolute best scan results, place a “neutral gray card” on top of the chip. The neutral gray card
provides a reference color in the scan. Image editing software allows you to point to the reference color
in the scan and then an adjustment is made to set the colors in the scan to their true colors. Neutral
gray cards are inexpensive and available as a photography supply. Set the scanner program to NOT
make any automatic adjustments, just give me exactly what it is. Scanners try to be helpful by
automatically fixing common problems, but they do not understand casino collectors and often make
things worse than they are. If adjustments are needed, the ChipGuide Administrators can make them as
needed.
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image editing programs let you crop, even MS

Paint.
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Step 3 - Submitting the Chip

To submit a chip on the ChipGuide, go to the ChipGuide website, http://chipguide.themogh.org/

And then click on “Submissions” in the column on the left-hand side of the webpage. Fill out the form
the best you can. Press BROWSE to upload the cropped image from the scanner. When you are done,
press the green SUBMIT button. Your job as a contributor is now completed, easy as 1-2-3.

ChipGuide - A Catalog of Casino Chips and Collectibles

ChipGuide Submission Form

Message: Enter information and press SUBMIT

Submitter Name |Charles Kaplan (optional)

Submitter Email |chas@ckaplan.com {optional)

Casino Name |New Bahamian Club
Casino Type |Land Based v|

Region: | Caribbean V| State: | Bahamas ~
City |Nassau |
Submission Type | Chips v|

Comments |Chip is holed, was probably onm a key chain.

If not apparent, describe
the colors and other info
needed to list the item

Image1 | Browse... | imgl49a.jpg

Image2 | Browse... Nofile selected.

Two Sided? | Mo - Front and back are the same

Ownership | certify that | own these images or have permission to use them
Publish Publish my name as the contributor of these images

_Submit | dear |

Step 4 — Administrator Selects the Chip
Your submission now goes on the submission To Do list. ChipGuide Administrators can view the list and
select items to process. You’ll see my submission on the top of the list, very most recent submission.

An Educational Project of The Casino Chip & Gaming Token Collectors Club, Inc.
An IRS approved 501 (c) (3) Tax Exempt Not-For-Profit Corporation

The Greg Susong Digital Media Center is dedicated to Casino Chip and Gaming Token Collectors Club Hall of Fame member Greg Susong. Greg is one of those
who brought the Internet to chip and token collecting. His website, The ChipGuide, was one of the first sites devoted entirely to chip and token collecting, and serves
as a tremendous resource for collectors throughout the world. His work has been kindly donated to the Museum and will be continued to be updated here.

ChipGuide - A Catalog of Casino Chips and Collectibles
CGCM == | Casino | Chip | Submissions | New Today | CasinolD | Series | Book | People |Log| News | Type | State | Fix Cibr [ CGNS | Member |Help

Status Submitter Casino

lopen | | ¥ | =
State Subtype | +| Sort By: [ Submission# | Sort Order | Descending ~| | Submit

Submit#  Submitter Casino City State CasTyvpe SubType Date Time Status

54139 Charles Kaplan New Bahamian Club Nassau BS Land Bazsed  CHIP 2017-11-02  20:43:50 Open

54138 Robert Reno Palace Mong La MM Land Based  CHIP 2017-11-02  16:02:27 Open

54133 Chuck Mades Casino Arizona Scottsdale AZ AZ  Indian CHIP 2017-11-01 19:05:43  Open

54132 Steve Pazzalacqua Harvey's Lake Tahoe NV  Land Bazed CHIF2 2017-11-01 16:06:48 Open

54131 Steve Passalacaua Sahati's Stateline Country Club Lake Tahoe NV  Land Based CHIP2 2017-11-01 16:04:56 Opgen
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Step 5 — Image Download

The admin opens the item to see all the information that you provided and the scan. By right-clicking on
the image, the admin downloads the image to their PC.

\n Educational Project of The Casino Chip & Gaming Token Collectors Club, Inc.
\n IRS approved 501 (c) (3) Tax Exempt Not-For-Profit Corporation
"he Greg Susong Digital Media Center is dedicated to Casino Chip and Gaming Token Collectors Club Hall of Fame member Greg Susong. Greg is one of those
who brought the Internet to chip and token collecting. His website, The ChipGuide, was one of the first sites devoted entirely to chip and token collecting, and serves
as a tremendous resource for collectors throughout the world. His work has been kindly donated to the Museum and will be continued to be updated here.
ChipGuide - A Catalog of Casino Chips and Collectibles

CGCM == | Casino | Chip| Submissions | New Today | CasinolD | Series | Book | People |Log | News | Type | State | Fix Ctbr

CGNS | Member |Help

Submission# |54139

Processed By | |

Submitter|charles Kaplan |

Email |chas@ckaplan.com |

Casino |New Bahamian Club |

City|Nassau |

State | Bahamas v|

Casino Type | Land Based ~

Submission Type | Chip

Date [2017-11-02 |

Time [20:43:50 |

Status
Update Date | |

Chip is holed, was probably on a key chain.

Comtnents

Ownership I certify that I own these images or have permission to use them

Publish Publish my name as the contributor of these images

Twwo Sided

PIC1 PIC2

show | add | change | [JE _Previous Record | Next Record
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Step 6 — Open the image for Editing
| use PhotoScape (not Photoshop) for image editing, it does everything we need to do, does it easily and
well and is free!
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Step 7 — Alignment

The first step in Image Editing is alignment, to make the chip straight up and down. As you can see in
this case, the chip is slanted a little counter-clockwise. We open up the alignment tool use the sliding
bar to tilt the image in either direction.
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In this case we need a 4.95-degree tilt set the chip upright.
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Step 8 — Crop
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Cropping is removing everything from the scan except for the chip. We go to the crop tool by clicking on

the CROP tab.
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Since we are cropping a chip, we need to click on the “Crop Round Image” checkbox. Then we make a
circle crop overlay by dragging the top, bottom, left and right anchors to edges of the chip. When we
have a perfect circle the Width (W:497) and Height (H:xxx) are equal. In this case it is W:497, H:497.
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When we press “CROP”, we remove everything from the scan, except for the chip itself, the background
and shadows are gone.
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Step 9 — Resizing

We want items on the ChipGuide to be a uniform size. For chips, and most other round items, we chose
a size of 450 pixels. This is not an arbitrary number, it is a number that we need to get high quality when
the chip is printed at full size. Resizing is easy. Just press the “RESIZE” button and type in the desired

size.
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Step 10 — Lighting Adjustment

Scanners are not setup to scan casino chips properly. Usually the image is a little dark. You can tell by
comparing the white border of the chip with white chip inlay. The inlay is too dark. To lighten the inlay |
use the deepen slider, moving it to 60 gives me the right look.
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Step 11 — Save the Edited Image

The last step in image editing is to SAVE the edited image, it is now ready for the ChipGuide.
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Step 12 — Add the Image to the ChipGuide

The admin is now ready to add the chip to the ChipGuide. Since this is a variation of a chip already on
the ChipGuide, | can save time by bringing up the un-holed version of the chip in edit mode, updating a

few of the fields and uploading the edited image.
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When | press ADD, the chip is added to the ChipGuide and assigned a sequential ChipGuide number.
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Step 13 — Verify the New Chip
The admin now checks to see that the new chip was added correctly. Here are the old (left) and new
(right) webpages. You will see the new chip, 3" from the top on the right side.
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Step 14 — Updating the Submission
The admin is now almost done, just two quick housekeeping chores — Update the Submission and Thank

the Contributor. To update the submission, we need to change the submission STATUS from OPEN
(waiting to be processed) to COMPLETE (processed) and then press CHANGE.
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ChipGuide - A Catalog of Casino Chips and Collectibles

CGCM === | Casino | Chip| Submissions | New Today | CasinolD | Series| Book | People |Log | News | Type| State | Fix Ctbr [ CGNS | Member |Help

Submission# (54139

Processed By |Charles Kaplan |

Submitter |Charles Kaplan |

Email |chas@ckap|an.com |

Casino |New Bahamian Club |

City |Nassau |
State | Bahamas V|
Casino Type
Submission Type | Chip v |

Date [2017-11-02 |

Time |ZD:43:50 |

Status | Complete ~
Update Date [2017-11-02 |

Chip is holed, was probably on a key chain.

Comments

Ownership I certify that I own these images or have permission to use them

Publish Publish my name as the contributor of these images

Two Sided

PIC1 PiC2

Shmnll Addl Change |- Previous Record | = Next Record

CGCM Email PC Email or Webmail

Message: Submission 54139 updated
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Step 15 — Thank You Email

The final step in the Chip to ChipGuide process is to send an email to the Contributor thanking them for
their submission. Admins press the EMAIL button and a pre-formatted email is rendered. The admin
can change it, if necessary, before sending it.

fin Fducational Praject of The Casing Chip .G-ﬂ.hl Tokan Collectoa Clal, Imc.

B IRS mpp J 501 <) i3 lan E it Dot Far Profit Curpuration

The Lrog Sumong Digiol Wedia Canter = dediceted 1s Casns Chip and Gaming Teken Callaciors Chin Hal of Fams mamear Geag Susong Geeq (s ong of heas

wha brought The Inlamsat 1o chip and iokan collestmg His wabana, The ChipGuida, was ane of tha frst s&es devidad antiraby ta chip and loksa colaching, s nermm
ad & iremendeus maource for collecters throug bk be ity donated Lo the Mesewn amd wall be conbiued be b uidaled hare

Te ;haul-l:i.aplan.m

Froum |'r||1!'-4|u- <webmase rgthemogh.ong> Camnot Change
Beply To ! chas@<kaplan, com

Subgect |ChipGuide Submission - lew Bahamian Club Casing

Pear CEAtles Haplan
Thank fou. fer yeur Chip submissisn for the ey Bahamian: Club Casins in Nassau,
Eahamax For the Chipluide, recelved o3 J03T=11=03 at J0:48:50.

Youy submisalicn has Bean added £5 ERE ::31pf=u'..1!-.. STIRCELVE ToREFTOM.,

SEmD

Message Emad eeny

Here is the email received by the contributor.

o [a] *
2 oo - chas@chaplincom i Chplusk Submaagn - -
Die fdit Yeew Go bemsge Jook Help
K Gt Meages [ B wnte WM Chat %y Beply  OBeply AR =% Forewed (* (D0 teop i Junk 1S Delene it » B Address Book | T
Feemn Charles Kaplan 4y Beghy S Ferward g bk (D) Delete Mese =
* Chip - Mew ity Casino E20PM

T M ek @ekaplin g

Dear Charles Kaplan Thank you for your Chip submission for the New Bahamian Chub Casino in Nassau, Bahamas for the ChipGulde,
recehved on 200 7-11-032 at 20:43:50. Your subsmission has been added 1o the ChipGuids, effecthe tomormme.
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